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VII

In 1885 the Government of Bombay reorganised the
department1 of education and appointed a director at its
head; in 1856 the Elphinstone institution was subdivided
into a college and a high school; in 1857 the University of
Bombay was established. The transfer of India to the
British Crown, after the Mutiny, thrilled the educated classes
in the country with delight. Queen Victoria's generously
worded proclamation had opened before them a vision of a
free, great and glorious India. It was a decade of great
events. The educated young Indians saw in England
a saviour; and those who could, crossed the forbidden seas
to visit Englishmen in their island home and learn in their
schools and universities the secret of personal advancement
and national welfare.

English literature proved an inspiration to countless
young men in India. They turned to Scott, Byron, Mac-
aulay, and John Stuart Mill, and to the histories of Greece,
Rome and England, with hope and enthusiasm. They
were encouraged in their efforts by their English profes-
sors, who saw in the spread of their culture a new hope
for mankind. Such men formed The Buddhi Vardhaka
Sabha' in the forties and fifties; they were no longer school-
masters in embryo but pioneers of revolutionary ideas.

Young Narmadashankar Lalshankar (1833-1836 ), who
founded the Sabha, in 1851, was the most ardent of them.
He was a Nagara Brahmana of Surat. But an infant wife
was fast attaining puberty, and custom peremptorily de-
manded that the seventeen-year old husband should leave
his studies at the Elphinstone Institute and go to Surat to
discharge his marital duties. The little wife died in
October of 1853, and he returned to Bombay to resume his
studies at the Institution, and was soon absorbed in the
study of history and English literature.
" ~~ Narmad, as he is called, was soon the hero of the Buddhi-
.vardhaka group. He was impressionable, full of tempes-
tuous moods, egotistic, courageous and eloquent, and soon